
The state’s top farmers 
converged in Modesto in 
February for the California 
Jaycees 2003 Outstanding 
Young Farmers luncheon 
(OYF), a preliminary to the 
selection of four national 
winners selected each year 
from the top 25 state win-
ners.  

OYF winners are recog-
nized for their progress in 
agricultural career, soil and 
water conservation prac-
tices, and contributions to 
community, state and na-
tion. Among those leaders, 
Fresno City Jaycees nomi-
nee, Congressman Devin 
Nunes representing Califor-
nia’s 21st congressional dis-
trict, was selected as Califor-
nia’s Outstanding Young 
Farmer. 

The annual event spon-
sored by Farm Credit hon-
ored the achievements of a 
diverse group of enterprising 
farmers across California. 
The Fresno City Junior Cham-

ber of Commerce, affiliated 
with the California Junior 
Chamber of Commerce 
hosted the event with the 
assistance from the Mo-
desto Jaycees. 

The Outstanding Young 
Farmer Program recognizes 
farmers for innovative, effi-
cient farming operations 
that use natural resources 
wisely. The Outstanding 
Young Farmer program also 
encourages better urban-
rural relations and greater 
interest in the farmer 
through appreciation of the 
farmers’ contributions and 
achievements. 

The National OYF Program 
is administered by the US 
Junior Chamber of Com-
merce, sponsored by the 
Outstanding Farmers of 
America Fraternity and the 
National Association of 
County Agriculture Agents.  

The U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce provides personal 
and professional develop-

Rep. Nunes named CA Outstanding Young Farmer 

ment through civic involve-
ment to men and women 
ages 21-39. There are some 
80,000 members in more 
than 2,000 chapters across 
the nation. 

With Rep. Nunes is US Junior 
Chamber 83rd President  

Mike Faller 
California Jaycees Community 
Development Vice President & 
Fresno City Jaycees Chairman 
of the Board,  Gina Redondo 

Congressman helps lead fight for pledge 

Rep. Devin Nunes was one 
of the first legislators to co-
sponsor a bill calling for the 
U.S. Supreme Court to re-
view and overturn a 9th Cir-
cuit Court decision banning 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
from public school class-
rooms. 

“This is yet another exam-
ple of the cultural erosion of 
the founding principles of 

this country,” Mr. Nunes 
said. “I will do whatever I 
can to ensure that our basic 
values are preserved for 
future generations.” 

As an original co-sponsor, 
Mr. Nunes helped lead the 
fight to preserve the pledge 
with House Resolution 132 
EH. The bill passed the 
House on a 400-7 vote. 

The legislation stemmed 
from a June 26, 2002, ruling 
by the Circuit Court that  
held the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag as currently writ-
ten to include the phrase, 
‘one Nation, under God,’ 
unconstitutionally endorses 
religion. 

The House of Representa-
tives vehemently disagreed. 
The bill countered the find-
ing by pointing out that the 
phrase reflects the religious 
faith that was central to the 
Founding Fathers and thus 
to the founding of the na-
tion; that it is a patriotic act, 
not an act or statement of 
religious faith or belief; and 
that the President should 
nominate and the Senate 
should confirm Federal cir-
cuit court judges who inter-
pret the Constitution consis-
tent with the Constitution’s 
text, among other findings.  
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In March, Rep. Nunes 
wrote to 981 constituents 

in response to their in-
quires. Year to date, Mr. 
Nunes has responded to 

2,228 constituents via the 
U.S. Mail. 
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